Companion to

Tore Nesset: How Russian Came to Be the Way It Is
Slavica Publishers 2015

ISBN 978-0-89357-443-7

© 2015 by the author. Licensed under CC BY 4.0

Major differences between Old Church Slavonic and Old Rusian

This appendix gives you a brief overview of the major differences between Old Church
Slavonic and Old Rusian. This is obviously useful when you are working with Old Church
Slavonic texts, but it also enables you to identify slavonicisms (Church Slavic elements) in Old
Rusian and Modern Russian texts. For more information and examples, see Galinskaja (1997:
6-8).

A2.1 Morphology: nouns, pronouns and adjectives

OCS: Old Rusian:
G sg, a-decl. (soft) -1A (3eMJIIA) -k (3emuarh)
A pl, 6-decl. (soft) -1A (KOHIA) -k (koH'b)
[ sg, 6-decl. (hard) -oMb (pO/IOMb) -bMb (POABMb)
[ sg, 6-decl. (soft) -eMb (KOHEMb) -bMb(KOHbMb)
D/L sg, personal pronoun: Te6b TOOh
D/L sg, reflexive pronoun: ce6b coob
G sg masc./neut,, -akero (Jo6pakro) -oro (go6poro)
adjectives (long form) -aaro (go6paaro)

-aro (mo6paro)
D sg masc./neut., -yIEEMY (A00pyIEMY) -oMy (106pomy)
adjectives (long form) -yymy (m06pyymy)

-ymy (806pymy)
L sg masc./neut,, -bieMb (06pbEMB)  -OMb (A06POMB)
adjectives (long form) -bbMb (106pBEMB)

-bMb (106pHEMBb)
G sg fem., adjectives (long  -bI1A (406pBIIA) -bI'b, -0b (B06pBIE, 106pOH)

form)
Table 1: Differences between Old Church Slavonic and Old Rusian nouns, pronouns and adjectives

NB! The difference between -1 and -+ is also relevant for short forms of adjectives (which are
inflected like nouns), as well as for demonstrative and possessive pronouns. For pronouns,
0Old Church Slavonic genitive singular forms include cem, Tor, oHOIA, Moera, Haller, and
Bbcer, while the corresponding Old Rusian forms are ceb, Toh, oHob, Mmoeb, Hameh, and
Bbceb. The Old Church Slavonic accusative plural forms cura, mMom, Hamm, and BbCA
correspond to Old Rusian cuk, Mok, Haurk, and BeCh.

See sections 4.2 for more information about the declension of nouns, while sections
5.1-5.5 provide more details about pronouns. The long forms of adjectives are discussed in
section 6.3.

A2.2 Morphology: verbs

OCS: Old Rusian:
3 sg present tense -Tb (HeceTb) -Tb (HeceTh)
3 pl present tense -Tb (HECATD) -Tb (HECYTb)
Present active participle —blI (Hechl) -a (Heca)

(N sg masc./neut.)
Table 2: Differences between Old Church Slavonic and Old Rusian verbs

See sections 8.2 and 8.8 for more information.



A2.3 Syntax: the dative absolute construction

The dative absolute construction is an example of an Old Church Slavonic construction that is
attested in Old Rusian texts that show some degree of Church Slavic influence. For examples,
see section 9.9.

A2.4 Phonology: Liquid diphthongs

Proto-Slavic: 0OCS: Old Rusian:

CORC CRAC (rpaasb, metathesis) COROC (ropoas, pleophony)
ORC, circumflex RAC (pa6oTa, metathesis) ROC (po6oTa, metathesis)
(falling tone)

CBbRC CPBC (Bpbxb) CBRC (Bbpx®b)

Table 3: Liquid diphthongs in Old Church Slavonic and Old Rusian
You find more information about liquid diphthongs in section 10.8.

A2.5 Phonology: Prothetic consonants in word-initial position

Proto-Slavic: OCS: 0Old Rusian:
/a/ /a/ (a3®b) /ia/ (s13B)
/eu/ /ju/ (toHB) /u/ (yuB)
/é/ /ie/ (xe3epo) /o/ (03epo)
/€/ /ja/ (1axatn) /jé/ (bxarn)

Table 4: Prothetic consonants in Old Church Slavonic and Old Rusian

For more about prothetic consonants, see section 10.9.

A2.6 Phonology: J-palatalization and consonant groups + front vowels

Proto-Slavic: OCS: Old Rusian:

/ti/ /8't’/ (cebuiTa) /¢ / (cBbua)
/stj/ /$'t’/ (TiuTa) /8’¢’/ (ThiIva)
/skj/ /8't/ (mymTx) /8¢/ (myurdy)
/kt/ + front V /8't’"/ (HoITh) /¢ / (Houb)
/gt/ + frontV /$'t’"/ (Mo1TH) /¢ / (Moun)
/di/ /2'd’/ (mexna) /%[ (Mexa)
/zdj/ /2d’[ (bxnx) /2'dZ’[ (b3xy)
/29j/ /Zd’/ (nbxAb) /Z'dZ’ [ (mpxap)

Table 5: J-palatalization in Old Church Slavonic and Old Rusian

NB! Although it is customary to assume that Proto-Slavic /zdj/ and /zgj/ were pronounced
differently in Old Church Slavic and Old Rusian, the same letter combination /g were used in
both languages, as illustrated by amxab ‘rain’. For more information about j-palatalization,
see sections 11.6 and 12.6.



