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The Netherlands Institute for Permanent Access to
Digital Research Resources



Located in The Hague

Institute of 
Dutch Academy 
and Research 

Funding 
Organisation 

(KNAW & NWO) 
since 2005

First predecessor 
dates back to 

1964 (Steinmetz 
Foundation), 

Historical Data 
Archive 1989

Mission: promote 
and provide 
permanent 

access to digital 
research 
resources



3 different Groups of Stakeholders



3 Data Services and Training

DataverseNL Data Repository service for Dutch 
universities and research institutes

EASY Certified online archiving system for
depositing data
* User interface (researchers)
* Machine interface (institutes)

NARCIS the national Portal with scientific information 
including (open access) publications, datasets 
and descriptions of research projects, experts 
research institutes in the Netherlands

Training & Consultancy

https://dans.knaw.nl/en/about/services/archiving-and-reusing-data/DataverseNL
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/about/services/archiving-and-reusing-data/easy
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/about/services/archiving-and-reusing-data/narcis
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/about/services/training-consultancy


Content of my Presentation (2)

• DANS and the DANS services

• Cooperative Model of DataverseNL

• Institutional Metrics

• Core trust Seal of Tilburg University (SWORD 
interface to long term preservation archive EASY)

• Ideas about development (Dutch) Data tags 



Why DataverseNL? (1)

• Growing requirements for data managements by 

Research Funders & Institutions 

• Institutions want to provide a system to support 

RDM and data sharing for their research staff

• Changing role of Research/University libraries: 

finding new roles in information/data services



Why DataverseNL? (2)

Alternatives for institutions:

• Develop local data services including data repository à

Radboud University Nijmegen 

• Use a commercial supplier of repository services/systems 

à University of Amsterdam (Figshare for institutes)

• Use existing national/international data repository 

services à for example: Zenodo, Dryad, Dataverse

• “Shared Services” in a public cooperation à DataverseNL



Cooperative Model

• Collaboration agreement + S.L.A.
• Shared costs (service membership + storage)
• Advisory Board consisting of partner representatives decides 

on the general policy and direction
• Administrators committee to discuss technical and 

functional issues
• DANS provides and manages the system & storage, 

organizes the meetings (back-office)
• Research institutions run their own RDM-support for their 

staff (front-office)
• Every partner is responsible for their own content



Advantages for DataverseNL Partners

• Efficient: low costs for partners

• Build common RDM support experience

• Advisory Board and Administrators Committee provide 
platform for exchange and learning from each other

• One instance: search across partner holdings

• Dataverse is Open Source



Currently 13 Partners





Hierarchical Structure per Institute (1)



Hierarchical Structure per Institute (2)



Disadvantages and challenges?

• Collaborative model is less business-like and straightforward: 
Some institutions may prefer other business models:

o outsourcing to a commercial provider
o developing and managing in-house solutions

• How to serve best universities with different priorities and 
RDM policies within one system and under one agreement?

o It is possible, but at a cost: it takes time to agree on common 
wishes (e.g. future functional requirements)

- But: does it make sense that RDM policies and practices 
vary among institutions?

o Some partners have stricter requirements for Service Level 
Agreements than others
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Institutional metrics



Metrics from Utrecht University
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Tilburg University Dataverse

• Tilburg University responsible for workflow 
research data management in dataverses of 
Tilburg University within DataverseNL

• Long term preservation is outsourced to DANS 
EASY

• SWORD interface between DataverseNL and EASY



Draft Dataset in DataverseNL > 
Publish Button



Published Dataset > Archive Button



Login Screen (only available for Local 
Admins)



Archive in Progress



Email with Notification



EASY DOI in Version Overview



Dataset in EASY



Files in EASY



Archive Button is Gone
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DataTags (based on legislation)



Idea to Discuss with Harvard Team
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Datatags Service 

API 

OPEN API 

Schema, Text, 
Label, Version, 
PID, (Rulebased) 

Schema, Text, 
Label, Version, 
PID, (Rulebased) 

Schema, Text, 
Label, Version, 
PID, (Rulebased) 

Dataverse B2Share Any Apps 

XSLT 

Generate 

XML Schema -> Decision Tree/Flow 
Rulebased -> IRODS 



dans.knaw.nl
DANS is een instituut van KNAW en NWO

Questions?

marion.wittenberg@dans.knaw.nl

Twitter:@DANSKNAW

dans.knaw.nl


