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The promise of preprints: early, 

open, digital, community feedback



Advantages of a „preprint“ over an institutional 

repository
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Discipline Specific:
• Better discoverability for peers
• More community feedback

Early view:
• Access to research before official publication
• Clear statement about peer review

Metadata standards:
• Crossref Preprint DOI
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The last years have seen huge 

growth in the number of preprints 

published. 
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The last years have seen huge 

growth in the number of preprints 

published 

Total arXiv submissions as of November 28th, 

2018 (after 27.3 years) = 1,467,643
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Context: Add a preprint filter to any search result

in 50 million article records
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Versioning: Preprint vs. Version of Record
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Discipline specific community curation and 

open review

The ScienceOpen platform currently provides a 

“Collection” functionality for community curation, 

an engine to invite potential reviewers, a built in 

peer review questionnaire, ORCID integration 

for reviewers, publication of reviews to 
Crossref/ORCID



9

Researcher-led collections on ScienceOpen
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bioRxiv preprints – Added to 11 researcher-led

collections on ScienceOpen 
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Preprints clearly flagged and open for public

review
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Publish a preprint directly to ScienceOpen –

a functionality to facilitate overlay journals
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Preprints: Publishing as „Work in Progress“ 

Preprint model can be built into the 

publishing system as an extra layer of 

built-in transparency and early view



Preprints: Publishing as „Work in Progress“ / EU 

Open Access Publishing Platform
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Preprints: Publishing as „Work in Progress“ / 

UCL concept for open access publishing platform
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As an aggregator of information, 

ScienceOpen will continue to explore

how preprints are shaping the

landscape of scholarly communication

and develop new services for
publishers around the preprint.

Stephanie.Dawson@ScienceOpen.com
Twitter: @SDawsonBerlin @Science_Open

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ScienceOpen


