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How linguistics used to work... 



Linguistics and data 
Two things happened >10 years ago 
 
•  Advent of digital corpora 

–  for many languages 
–  100s of millions of words 
–  balanced, annotated 

•  R became widely used 
–  open source statistical software 
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The view from one journal... 
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How linguistics works today... 

The usual process: 
•  Data is extracted from corpus or 

collected from experiments 
•  Laborious cleaning, tagging 
•  Statistical analysis 
•  Publications 

BUT: 
•  What happens to the data after 

results are published? 
•  Can the researcher find and 

interpret the data later? 
•  What if someone else wants to 

use the data? 



What today’s linguists need 

A PLACE TO PUBLICLY ARCHIVE DATA AND CODE 
 
WHY? Because we need to: 
•  Create ethical standards for sharing of data and code 
•  Set norms for use of statistical methods 
•  Learn from each other and help our community grow 
•  Secure and maintain scientific integrity 
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TROLLing  
•  is an international archive of linguistic data and statistical code 
•  is built on the Dataverse platform from Harvard University and 

complies with DataCite, the international standard for storing and 
citing research data 

•  is compliant with CLARIN, the EU research infrastructure for 
language-based resources 

•  assigns a permanent URL to each post 
•  uses metadata that ensures visability and retrieval through 

international services 
•  is professionally managed by the University Library of Tromsø and 

an international steering committee 



Find TROLLing at opendata.uit.no 



Getting started with TROLLing 
 

http://site.uit.no/trolling/getting-started/  
 

•  Promotional video 
•  Instructional videos 

•  User guide 
•  TROLLing banner 


